Buntepdenn. Bennkas ceBepHas KpernocTb. ITO O LeHTP BracTu Ha CeBepe u onoT CTapKoB Ha
IPOTSKEeHUU OecyucIeHHBIX BeKOB. Bo3BemeHHbIl bpanom Ctpoutenem B Onoxy ['epoes, oH cTan
noMmoM cHauasa oy Koponeu 3umel, a 3ateM gt Ctpaxent CeBepa. OH yCTOs, KOTHa Ay gpyTrue
BeJIMKNE 3aMKH, U [lepexkus 0eCurCieHHble 3UMbI, HU pa3y He U3MEeHUBIIXCE. [[eHb 3a JHEM, TOfI 3a
rofoM, BeK 3a BEKOM OH OCTaBaJICS HENTOK0IeOUMEIM Ha pOHe BeUHO MEHSIOIET0CST MUpa, MasgKoM
nis xutesneir CeBepa, Ha KOTOPHIM OHM CMOTPENIM U KOTOPHIM XPaHUJIK B CBOMX Cephliax.

"OHHU [OJIXKHEL pa3HECTHU 3Ty IIPOKIATYIO WITYKY KaMeHb 3a KaMHeM", - togyMai ToHU.

Botigs B Bonbiioi 3aj, OH 3afacs BOIPOCOM, CMOTPHUT i bpaH CTpouTesb, B KaKoil OBl YacTu
3arpoOHOT0 MUPa OH HU HAXOMUJICS, Ha TIOCTPOEHHKIN UM 3aMOK ¥ KadaeT JIi OH T'0JI0BO# B
oTBpaueHuu. ToHU 3HAJ, YTO Tak Ol ¥ ObLIO, ecu Okl OH ObLI ero co3maTtenieM. Kak u bpaH, Tonu
OBbLI HOBATOPOM, CTPEMSIIMMCS CO3[aBaTh BCe HOBOe U nyuliee. bpan noctpousn CTeHy u
Bunrepdenn, a nerexHna rinacuna, 9To OH IPUIOXUI PYKY U K co3panuio [lItopmoBoro koHma. On
chenan To, 4ero He fiefiajl HUKTO 0O HEro, ¥ CO3[all COOPYKeHus, BEIEePKaBIIINe UCIIHITAHUE
BpeMeHeM. Bce 3To OBIN0 X0OpoI1IIo, ¥ 0H OB yBEPEH, UTO bpaH cYyacTIuB, YTO JIIOOYU MO-TIPEKHEMY
mo64T ero paboTrl, Ho ToHU HUKOTHA Ol He MOBepuII, 4To bpaH xoTen, uTo6el BunTtepdenn cran
TaKUM HEeNOOBUXKHEIM. ECIIM TEI YTO-TO 3aKOHYHUJI, 3TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO OHO JOJIZKHO OCTaBaThCS
TaKuM, KakuM Ob110. Henl 1 ero ceMbsi HOMKHEL OBUIM IIPOJOJIZKATh, PEMOHTUPOBATh U OOHOBIIATH
3aMOK, TI0Ka OH He CTaHeT COBCEM He I0X0XK Ha NpexXHuit Buntepdensn. 3To ObI0 Ol TyUIle
YeCThIO [J11 Haclenus bpaHa: B3STh TO, YTO OH ITOCTPOMUJI, ¥ CAEJIATh €TI0 CAJIbHEE, IPOJOJIXKUTh
TPaAULKY, HaYyaThle uX TpaoTuoM. OCTaBUTh BCE B TOM BUfE, B KAKOM OHO OBIJIO ceiidac, 03Havaso
HaHECTH IOIIeYNHYy BEJIMKOMY YEeJIOBEKY.

B aToM u 3akiodanach mpobaemMa CTapKoB: OHU OBISIM CIIUIIKOM YKOPeHEHH B mpoiuioM. OHU
LETJISIACh 3a CBOe IIPOIIIOe U KYTalKuCh B HETO, KaK B UEPHBIE IIJTalli, KOTOPhlE UM TaK HPaBUIIOCh
HOocuTh. OHHU BCe elle MPUOEPKUBAIMCh CBOUX CTAPHIX 0OLIYAEB, CTAPOTO OPYXKUS U IaXKe CTaPBIX
6oros. OHHN faxke MCIIOIH30BAJIK TE XKe caMble (Jlary, II0Ka Te He CTAJIM HACTOJIbKO HCTPEIaHHbIMH,
YTO IOXOIWIIM Ha MPU3payHbie 3HaMeHa. [1e1o OkI0 He B CTOMMOCTH, @ B TOM, YTO OHM IIBITAJIACh
"YTUTHL TpaguIIum".

"YU roe Ke OHU B34JIM 9Ty 4eCTh? moayMasl ToHU. B OTMYMe 0T CBOMX Ky3€HOB OH MCKaJl HOBBIE IIyTH
IJIs1 Tporpecca ¥ OB BO3HATrPazeH 3a 3T0 crojiHa. HukTo u3 CTapkoB He MTyTeIecTBOBAJI Ha 10T
TakK, KakK OH, U Tellepb OH ObLJI OHUM M3 caMbix 6oraThix 1opoB B Cemu KoponeBcTBax. 2Kene3Hbin
[TyaHT OBLI IPEIMETOM 3aBHCTHU MHOTHX, & CaM OH II0JIb30BaJICS 3aC/y2KeHHBIM yBaKeHUEeM CPenu
CBOUX CBepCTHUKOB. OH yxkuHan ¢ TauBuroM JlaHHUCTepoM, Meiicom Tupennom u npuHuamu [lopHa.
A uto xe Hen Crapk u octanbHble? Eciu 661 BoccTanus Pobepra He cimyunsiock, CTapKOB CUUTAN
OBl MJTAAIIMMY BapAeHaMy, He HMeIOIIUMU OO0JIBIIOT0 3HAYEHUS A7 HUKHUX KOPOJIeBCTB. TOIBKO
6rmaromapst BOCCTaHMIO OHU 00pesH BIIACTh U ClaBy. MHTEpPeCHO, KakK Bl pa3bpackiBaeTeCh CIIOBOM
"Tpaguuua”, a IOTOM IIONUpaeTe JUHACTHUIO, KOTOpas IIPOCYIlecTBOBala HECKOJIBKO BEKOB. [losarato,
BaM II03BOJIEHO BHIOMPATh, KaKue TPafuLUK U KIISTBEL BH IOIKHBEL COOTI0OaTh, a KakKue - HapylaTh'.

Bce 3To mpoHecnoch B ronoBe ToHM B MTHOBeHME 0Ka. OH Bcerja mymari ORICTPO, TO3TOMY U BeJl cebst
TakK, Kak BeJl. HeKoTophle Ha3kIBaId €r0 PacCesHHLIM UK B30aJIMOIIHEIM, HO TOHM He OB HU TEM,
Hu apyruM. OH npocTto coobpaxars ORICTpee APYTUX U, KOTTla IIOHUMaJ, YTO TeMa UJIA YeJIOBEK eMy
HEMHTEPECHE!, IePeX0quil K 4eMy-TO IPYyroMy. B KOHIle KOHIIOB BCe C HUM COTJIalllajIuCh, IPOCTO UM
TpeboBanock 00bIlle BpeMeHH, YTOOH IPUUTH K TEM XkKe BeIBogaM. Kak OyaTo oH 6exkain 1o
KPEeCTHOMY JIeCY, a BCe OCTajIbHbIE IIPOTyIUBAIKCh. BOT moueMy eMy OBITIO TaK TPYIHO OOIIATHCS C



JIIONBMHE, KpOMe TeX, Koro oH obum; Poynu, Ilenmep, Xoras u [kapBucC OBIIN € UHCTBEHHBIMH, KTO
OEeHCTBUTENbHO IToHUMA ero. OcTaabHbIe TOIBKO MeIlajld XUTh.

U ToHM NIPEeACTOsIIo 0YeHb TPYLHOE BpeMsI.

"Baiira CBETJIOCTR", - C YXMBIJIKOM CKa3an TOHM, OTBECUB KOPOJIt0 PoOepTy HU3KUM MTOKJIOH.

"Crapk!" BockmuKHY Po6epT, MaxHYB eMy PYKOM, YTOOHI OH ITPHCOEOUHUIICS K HEMY 3a O0IbIIAM
CTOJIOM, KOTOPHBIM 3aHUMAIl BeCch bonbioi 3aim. OH OblI 3aBajieH X71e00M, MSICOM U 3JIEM... U eIlle
xj1e060M, U elre MSICOM, U elrle 37eM. TOHU 3afaBajicsi BOIIPOCOM, €CThb U B BunTepdesne GpyKTH unu
KOPOJIb ITPOCTO OTKA3bIBAETCS MPUTPATUBATHCS K 4eMy-1u00, He CBI3aHHOMY C 3€PHOM UJIU
JKUBOTHBIMU. "[laBall, faBal, CafUCh ClIOfla U IPUCOEOUHANCS KO MHe! I HapyIao NoCT, U KOMIaHU
MHE He IIoMeIllaeT. Bce ocTanbHbBIE OCTABUINM MEHS B IIOJTHOM OJMHOYECTBE".

"MoxeT, 9TO MOTOMY, 4YTO yKe [ajieKo 3a IOJIAeHb, Ballla CBETIOCTh", - CKa3an ToHu. "Cup [Ixkenmy,
BCerga paj nmomMoysn".

Llapey6uiinia ornaaen ToHU U YXMBUIbHYIICS. "BUXKYy, TH ToXe 31ech 3acTpsi, Ctapk".

"0, 3TO He TaKoe yXK IIJI0X0e MEeCTO, eCJIU BhI JII0OUTE MpakK, TEMHOTY ¥ XoJon". ToHu ornsaaen
COMlepKMMO€e CTOJIa ¥ BbIOpasl HECKOIbKO Oynouek ¥ 0eKOH, KOTOPEI ellle He YCIIes IPEBPATUTLCS B
yronb. "W cTpagaHus, ¥ CKyKa, U X0J0f, ¥ yOOrocTs..."

“Thl mBaXKABI CKa3ain "xoson", - 3ameTun [IxxeMu JIaHHUCTED.

"Hy, aTo xosop", - 1pocTo 0TBETUN TOHU.

Kopomns PobepT GuIpkHYIL. "Y MeHS eCTh CPEICTBO OT 3TOr0. ITO [iBe OOJbIINE CUCHKH, IIPUKATHE K
TBOeMy nuuy! f 3Hal0, YTO 3TO BCerga corpeBaeT MeHs JIyullle, 4eM Mexa U ofesnal" OH [oBepHyICS
K JI;KeliMH, ero poT OB HAllOJIOBUHY HAOUT cOCUCKaMu. "3By4uT Herioxo, [lapeybuiitia? Xopormii
monrui Tpax corpeet Te6s? Uy Tel OOUIILCS, YTO UCIIOPTUIIL CBOXM KpaCUBHIE BOJIOCH?"

ToHU OTBeN B3I B CTOPOHY, MMOTHPAs JIAJOHbIO IIOAO00POOK U IIeKy. YTO ObI BBl HU TOBOPHUIH O
Kopoiie PobGepTe, OH yMen cenaTh 000 pa3roBop KpaHe HEJTIOBKUM.

"4 651 cnpocun Tebs, CTapk, HO BCe 3HAIOT, UTO TBOM SiIla HAXOOATCS B PyKaxX TBOe XKeHHl". PobepT
IIPOTSHYN PYKY, ¥ TOHU C HEMBIM BOCXHUIIleHuEM Ha0mofan, Kak Po6epT BEIXBAaTHIBAET €llle COCUCKHU,
TIOHKMMasl, YTO IaJIbLbl KOPOJIS U eT0 3aBTPaK ONMHAKOBOM MMPUHEL. [[2KeWMHU UL IPUILYpUil GPOBb,
a Tonm moxan muedyaMu, 6€3MOJIBHO BompoIiasi: "YTo, TEl X04elllb, YTOOH 5 YTO-TO CKa3as?".

"ITa, HO KaKue ke 3TO KpaCHUBBIe PYKU... U, 110 KpaiiHel Mepe, 5 3Hal0, rae oHu OvlIn". PoOepT uyTh
He MTOJJaBUJICS TIOCTIe 3TOM PEIJIMKY, 3aKallIANICS ¥ 3aCMESIJICS OMHOBPEMEHHO, CXBAaTUB OOJIBIIYIO
KPYXKKY 3]s U OTIIUB U3 Hee IJIOTOK. TOHU II0OCMOTPENI B CTOPOHY [[KelMu, KOTOPHIM B CBOXO O4Yepenb



I0KaJI TyIeyaMu. "MHe IpUAeTcs: OBITh OCTOPOXKHEIM, Ballla CBETIIOCTh. ByleT He 0YeHb XOPOIIIO s
6u3Heca, eCyy JIIOOU Y3HAIOT, YTO s yOUIT HAIero Koposs".

"OcobeHHO ecy 3TO CcHeNlany He TBOM Meun", - ycMexHyJcst Pobept, 6eps 6yxaHKy xieba 1 pa3phiBas
ee Ha ABe dyactu. OH mocMoTpes Ha TOHYU U, Tpexke YeM 3aTOBOPUTH, UCII0JIb30Basl OyXaHKY, YTOORI
BIIUTATh XKUP OT CBOMX COCUCOK. "AX, Kakue xopoiuue Meuyu! Y MOJIOTKY TOXKeE... YePTOBCKHU XOPOIIUE
MOJIOTKH. 2Kasnb, 4To TeOs He ObIIO PSOOM, KOT{Ia MBI C TBOMM Ky3eHOM 00poiuch 3a 2Kee3HbIi
TpoH". PoOepT OTKUHYJICS Ha3afl, Ha ero Julle MOosSBUIach JOBOIbHAS yibIOKa. "TIpemcTaBs cebe,
Crapk? Tel Mor OBI COeaTh Oy MeHsT 60eBOM MOJIOT, KOTOPHIHM IOJIOKUT KOHEIl BceM 60eBBIM
MoyioTaM. YepHHIH, KaK CMOJIb, C 30JI0THIMU O0ITaMu, ITOX0XKKUMH Ha MoHUU. Ha3Ban Ok ero "Ymap
rpoMa" U C ero IOMOIIbI0 pa3npobus Ovl rpyab 9ToMy YooKy Peiierapy! BmecTo Toro 4ToOR €0
PyOUHEI pa3yieTenuch, OHU OBl 3aCTPSIIN ¥ Hero Mexny pedep!"

TOHM UL KUBHYJI, Ha[lESCh, YTO KOPOJIb HE IIONIPOCUT €ro cAenaTh "Yaap rpoma”. BoeHHBIE MOJIOTH
ObLIM TaKUMH IIPOCTHIMU U CKYUHBIMHU. TSI3KeIbi KyCOK MeTasljla Ha ITajike... MHOTTla Ha KyCcKe ObIix
MaJleHbKHe IUIIKY. 2Kankue 1 He CTOSIINE ero BpeMeHHU. A BOT LIeM, TOJ0OHEIM TOMY, YTO PobepT
HOCHJI BO BpeMs BOMHHI, ObIT OBl HHTEPEeCHBIM ITpoekToM. OH yxKe Bumeln B KpacHoM 3aMKe IIieM u3
OJIEHbUX POTOB, BEICTABJIEHHHIM C TIOYETOM, ¥ CUHMTAJI, YTO My ITOr'0 OYeHb He XxBaTaeT. Eciu Ol y
Hero OblJla BO3MOXKHOCTh, OH MOT OBI CIeJlaTh TaKOM XKe YePHBIN C OeJIHIMU POraMu, 3aTOYeHHBIMU
107 KOIIbSI ¥ HAKOHEYHUKY CTpeJl. YTO-TO JOCTOKMHOEe KOposisi. KOHeYHO, Tenepb eMy IPUAETCS
pa3bupaThCs CO BCeM TEM KUPOM, YTO OKPYKaeT rOJIOBY KOPOJIsd, @ 3TO 3HAYHT...

"Llapeyobuiina!" BockmukHyn1 PobepT, BeITHpas ry0Onl candetkoii. "UTo OBl TH mompocun mopaa Ctapka
IIPUTOTOBUTD Tebe, ecyiu ObI TH MOT MOIYYUTb XOTh YTO-HUOYAL? [Toymaraio, Thl MOT OFBL... €CJIK OBl
BEIIIPOCUJI Y OTLIA JeHer".

Tonu mousn, yto [[KelMuU 3TO He MOHPaBUI0Ch. OMHAKO eMy He OBITIO XKaJib prlaps: HxeiMu
JlarHUCTEP MOT OBITH HUHTEPECHEIM CO0ECEeOHUKOM, HO 3TO He 03Ha4aslo, YTO OH He 3aCJIyXKUBaJl TOTO,
4yTOOB! BPeMSsI OT BpeMeHU BeIOUBaTh U3 Hero ayx. He To 4To ToHu... OH HUKOTa 3TOTO He
3aciyXkuBall U He [TIOHUMAJ, [I04eMy JIIOAU IBITAI0TCS 3TO CHeaTh.

"Meu", - mpocTO CKa3as [KeuMu.

"Cxky4HO", - BOCKIUKHYJ PobGepT, u ToHU ¢ HUM cornacuiics. [Ipegcka3yeMsblil U CKy49HBIN, KaKk
Ixermu JlanHUCTED. Y HETo OBINT yM, HO He OBIJIO TOTO MHTEPECA, KOTOPHIM OBl y ero 6paTa
Tupuona. OH GBI COJIAATOM U PHIIAPEM, CTAPIIUM CHIHOM TaliBuHA JIaHHUCTEpA, U BCe 3TU TUTYJIbI
O3HayaH, 4yTo [IKeiMU BCIO XKU3Hb YUUIIU He 3a0yMBIBaThCS CIIUIIKOM IIy60KO. "CKy4HO, IPSIMO
Kak Pennu! OH ToXe X0TeJ IOIy4YuTh Med 0T CTapka... IpeAcTaBisgels? Y KaXka0ro MyK41HEL B
CeMmu KoponeBcTBax ecTb Med! B KaxkoM 3aMKe, KperocTu 1 ¢opTe oT JlopHa 10 CTEHH eCTh Y4EPTOB
Ky3Hell, KOTOPHI MOXKeT chenaTh Med! 310 ke Toru, MaTh ero, Ctapk! OH 4epTOB XyAOXKHUK, a THl
IIPOCUIIL Y HEr'0 Med? OTO BCe PaBHO, YTO IIOIPOCUTH MOETO [T0Bapa IPUTOTOBUTH TYLIEHYIO
roBAfUHY! JTO BCe PaBHO YTO BBHI3BATH JIVUIIYIO LITIOXY U3-3a Y3KOI'0 MOPS U IOIPOCUTE €€
nogpouuTh Tebe! CKy4dHO... CKy4HO!"

Ixerimu cnabo yaeiOHYJCS Kopomo. " nyuymmit ¢pextoBanbumk B CeMu KoposeBcTBax, Balia
MUJIOCTh. 3a4€eM MHe 4TO-TO, 4YeM 5 He yMeI0 [10JIb30BaThCa?"



"B ero cnoBax eCcTb CMBICTT", - C YNIBEIOKOM cKa3an ToHu. "CKy4HO, HO eCTh".

"4 cky4HBIM YenoBeK", - 3asgBun [Ixkermu. "[loka y MeHs B pyKax HET Meya'.

"TloBepio Tebe Ha CJIOBO", - MPOKOMMEHTHPOBaJ TOHH, OTKYCUB KycOoueK O0eKOHa U I10XKaJieB, YTO HET
GpyKTOB. B oTiMuMe 0T GOMBIIMHCTBA MyKYKUH OH HE BEPHJI, YTO MOXKHO ITPOKUThL HA OMHOM JIUIITh
Msice u muBe. "CaM HHUKOTHa He OBl (DeXTOBaIbIIMKOM. YMEI0 UX [e/IaTh, HO He 000 HMU
pa3MaxuBaTh". Poynau nbITancd Hay4uTh €ro, Ho y TOHY IPOCTO He XBaTasio Ha 3T0 cujl. OH moHUMaAJl,
Kak chenaTh Med, KOIIbe UM MOJIOT, HO €My IIPOCTO He HPaBUJIOCh UMM Pa3MaxuBaTh.
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