— Keyx... Kykyky...

Toppec 3acmesnics, ymupasi. OH nepecTas ObIIaTh.

«...YHept? OH 4TO, COIIEN C yMa?»

Co [Ixyn Xo ycTaBuics Ha Hero. Ero ria3a ObUIM Bce ellle OTKPHITEL, KaK OYATO OH OTKA3hIBaJICS
YXOOHUTb.

— Tebe umeT aT0T B3rysa. Tak mepxath. Co [IxkyH Xo BeITep KpoBb ¢ Knbika YepHoro [IpakoHa
onexpoii Toppeca, 3aTeM IPOTSIHYJ PYKY KO JIOy Tpyma.

— HcnoBenb MepTaBelia.

[McmoBemb MepTBella Hauanach. ]

Co [IxxyH X0 cey Ha I0J1, KOTjia Iepe HUM MOSBUIACh MpoeKius naMsatu. JlegsHas Koponesa
HAKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY.

— 9TO OfIHa M3 TeX «OpaM», 0 KOTOPKIX Tkl TOBOPHUIT?

— Her... Tt BepBbie BUOUIID 9TO, He Tak 1u? OH BKpaTIile 0OBSICHUII, YTO 9TO 32 YMEHHE, U OHA
OBICTPO 3aMHTEPECOBAIACh.

— Huyero cebe! 3HaYUT, 3TOT MUCTUUECKUY HABHIK II03BOJISIET 3arISHYTh B XKU3Hb 11€JTN?

— Ja. C ero moMoInpko s MOT'y IOJy4YuTh MHOT0 HHopManuu o [JemoHax. OH — He KOHeIl cJiefia.
Toppec, ckopee Bcero, OBII OMHOM U3 CAMBIX MEJIKUX PHIOEIeK.

«4l mpoyeIy Bce BOCIIOMUHAHUS U Haly YTO-HUOYOb IIOJIE3HOE.»

OH HavaJ BOCIIPOM3BeeHNe C CAaMOr0 HavaJja - C IIOIPOCTKOBOr0 Bo3pacTa Toppeca.

«3Ha4uT, Y HETo He OBLIIO X0opoI1iero feTcTsa. CraB B3POCJIEIM, OH pa60Tan HUI'POKOM, HO €10
MacCTEepPCTBO UMEJIO CBOU IIPEIEJIHI. Torga-To ¥ Hayascs ero KOMIJIEKC HETIOJTHOLIEHHOCTH. »

— OH cTan [IeMOHOM IecsTh JIeT Ha3afd ¥ JelCcTBOBAJ Kak IIMHOH.

— IlogymaTh TONIBKO, OH IIPOAaj CBOUX TOBapuileil... OH GeccepmeyHEIN YeI0BexK.



ITocse 3TOrO OH CTall 3aMellaH B KPYIIHBEIX CKaHOaIaX Ha 2-M 9Taxe.

— 9T0T yOmonoK OblI 3aMelllaH B fiejie 00 MCUe3HOBEHUH UT'POKA U MHIUEHTE B [lepeBHE
®aHTOMOB?

9T0 OBLIH OOHHU U3 CaMBbIX TDOMKHUX CKAHAJIOB. Toppec HCIIOJIb30BAJI CBOE€ YMEHNE€ MdHHUITYJINPOBATH
CO3HAHUEM JIIOfEeHN U BHEC IIyTaHUITYy B paCClIeJOBaHN .

A TIOTOM OH TIOJIyYMIT B HAarpajy MOJIXKHOCTH B Pato. 3aBoeBaB moBepue Accolualiuu [IeMOHOB B
Te4YeHUe [NeCSTH JIET, HECKOJIBKO MeCSIIeB Ha3afl OH CTaJl IUPEKTOPOM JETCKOT0 JOMa.

«YT0-TO IIOJIE3HOE...»

I'maza Co H}KYH Xo InepeMeCTUIINCh, BIIMTHIBAA KA2KIOYI0O MEJIOYEb U3 BOCIIPOMUI3BEOECHNUA.

«B «Acconuanuu [1eMOHOB» BOCEMbB BHICIINX PyKOBoauTener. Ho 0 mpe3upgeHTe HUYEro HET, a
Toppec HUYETO He 3HaN 0 YjeHaX, X0TS U Obll fupeKkTopoM «Pas». Kak? HackoimbKo OHUM BETTUKHU?»

OH Hayas MOHUMAaTh, HACKOJIKO OCTOPOXKHOI Oblna Accormanus JeMoHoB. [Tocye Toro, Kak
Mpausnsii [Ipu3pak cxKer X KOPHH, OHYM PEIIWIN e CTBOBATh HOIHOCTHIO IO MPUKPLITHEM. Bee,
YTO OH 3HaJ 00 WX Mepapxuu, 3TO TO, UTO YJIEHHI IIOJTyda Il IIPUKa3bl OT BOCBMU PYKOBOOUTETIEH.

«3T0 Hexopolno. MHpopMaLuy MeHbIIe, YeM 5 AyMaJl.»

Becnosne3HbIil 4eoBeK Jaxke He 3HaJ, T1e HaXomuTcs Accouuanvsi. ETUHCTBEHHBIM PYKOBOIUTEIT,
KOTOPOT0 OH 3Hal, Ovin «Illed-moBap».

— Koutpakrop, «Illed-moBap» — 3TO HE YeTOBEK, KOTOPHIN T'OTOBUT?

— Ila, 3mech 9TO 03HAYAET TO XK€ CaMoe... ITO IIPOCTO CTPaHHOe Mpo3BuIle. OH U3MEHUIT BDEMEHHYIO
METKY Ha [eHb, Kora Toppec cTan JUpPeKTOPOM.

* % %k
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Toppec nmocTy4yan B KabWHET AUPEKTOpa, ero JuIo OLIJI0 Haps&KeHO.

— BouinuTe.



Toppec BOII€JI B KOMHATY U FHY60KO TTOKJIOHUJICA.

— JIns MeHs 4eCTh IO3HAaKOMUTLCS C BaMU, PoKcaHa-HUM!

— 3o0Bu Mens mpocto [led. Tel Toppec? OHa cMOTpena B OKHO.

— Ia, [led! 9 HOBRIM HUPEKTOP «Pas»!

Ero sHepruyHble OTBETH OBIIM KAaK Y HOBOOPAHIIA.

— KaxkoBrl TBOU ciocobHOCTHA?

— 4 MoTy MaHUIIyIMPOBaTh Pa3yMoM. A-paHr.

— ITpaBma? 3ByuuT BocxuTuTeNnbHO. OHa IIOBEPHYJIAch, HO ee Julla He ObIJIO BUMHO K3-3a PE3KOMH
IIOJICBETKH.

— Mwmo...! Berpetusmucs c rinasamu Ileda, Toppec ynan Ha KoneHu, 001MBasiCh XOIOIHBIM ITOTOM.
Tax noctynanu [1eMOHE, KOTOa BCTpeYasyd APYyroro, KOTOPHIM OblT HAMHOTO CUJIbHEE UX.

— He HyXHO Tak HepBHMYATh. 1 MPOCTO X0uy mornpoboBatk. OHA 3acMesiyiach, epeq Hew IMaBaja
MaseHbKas chepa. OHa IIMPOKO OTKPHITA POT U IIPOTJIOTUIA €€ ONHUM I'TOTKOM. — MM... Kakoi
HEOOBIYHBIN BKYC.

OHa ynmoB/IeTBOPEHHO KMBHYJIa U J0CTala U3 AMuKa 0JI0KHOT, 4YTO-TO 3alUChBasg. — MHTepecHO,
KaKue WHTpereHTH MHe HyXKHEBI, YTOOBI CO3aTh Takoi BKyC... CKOpee BCET0, 3TO BO3MOXKHO C TEM,
YTO Y MEHS eCThb ceryac...

HekoTtopoe BpeMs OHa Oblla IOrpyKeHa B Pa3MBIIIIEHN S, HO, HAKOHell, 3aKphula OJI0KHOT. —
Kaxertcs, g Hallllla moie3Hsli perent. Crnacu6o, 9To gaa MHe TaKoil XOPOIINY WHTPEeIUeHT.

— KoneuHno.

— YTto KacaeTcs TBoel KoMmneHcauu... [a. [T03Bo/Ts MHe paccka3aTh Tebe Koe-uTo uHTtepecHoe. OHa
00/I0KOTHIaCh Ha MOOOKOHHUK. — Toppec. Kak Thl mymaelnb, Korga Ol OCHOBaH «Paii»?

— Hackomnpko g 3Hat0, OH OB CO3IaH 0KO0JjIo 24 neT Ha3ap.

— ViMeHHO. A THI 3Haellb, T0YeMYy OH ObLIT CO3maH?



— XM... Pa3Be He {14 TOTO, YTOORI BEIPAIIMBATh MOT'YIIIECTBEHHBIX ,[[eMOHOB?

[ITe-moBap yneIOHYIACh ¥ ITOKa4asa rojioBoi. — YTOObI MPUTOTOBUTE XOPOIIYIO ey, HyKHEI
XOpoIlIe UHIPenueHTH. To Xe caMoe KacaeTcs U [leMoHOB. OHa IocTy4asa HOI'TeM 110 OKHY. —
[TocmoTpu Ha feTel, Oeraoiux BOKpyT. OHU ofjapeHHble 0TOPOCH], KOTOPHIX MBI HALIIM Ha y/IHIax.
Kak T gymaelnrs, CMOTYT I TaKie HeKaueCTBEHHbIE HHIPEJUEHTHl CTaTh CUJIbHBIMU, aKe €CIIA MbI
OymeM KOPMUTB UX JTy4Illei KPoBbio [leMoHa?

— ...fl TaK He gyma.

— HMmMenHo. OHU He UTpoKu. [laxke ecjid Mbl HAKOPMUM UX KPOBbIO, OHU CTaHYT JIUIIb I1OJIyCOPTHBIMU
IleMoHaMHU.

OHa OoTKpHIIa TOJICTYIO KHUTY, JIeXKalllylo Ha CToJle. — 3a nocnegHue 24 roga Pail ycnemntHo co3nan
2,985 TemonoB. 1 898 6vltu mpegMeTaMu 3-To Kjlacca, KOTOphIe faxke He CMOTJIU IPOoOyaUuTh CBOU
cnocobHocTH. 1 082 mpeameTa 2-T0 Kjlacca CMOTJIM 3TO CAenaTh. M TONbKO MATh IpeIMeToB 1-T0
KJlacca CTajli OYeHb CUJIbHEIMH.

— AX, ¥ OTHUM U3 HUX OBLT Y4YEHUK HapgxaTa-Huma, HeKPOMaHT.

— [la. 3a yeTwIpe rofda, 4To g Habmomaio 3a «PaemM», OH eMMHCTBEHHBIM CO3MaHHLIM IpeaMeT 1-To
Kjiacca. B ee ronoce 3By4asno 4yBCTBO roppoctu. OHa 3akpbiia KHUTY. — KakeTcsi, MBIl OTKJIOHUJIUCh
OT Halllel ITepBOHaYaIbHOU TEMEL.

— 41 Bce eme cnymat. Toppec CrinoTHYI. Ero cepalie 3aK0JI0TUIOCH IIPU MBICJIU O TOM, YTO OH
y3HaeT CEKPETH, KOTOPhIe He OYAYT U3BECTHEI APYrUM [[eMOHaM.

— 24 roga Ha3ap CKphbiBaBInuecs [[eMOHBI BBHIILIIA Ha IIepefoByI0 U co3fanu Acconualuio. Ho oHu Bce
etrte ObITM 0CTOPOXKHBL XOTs I19Th ['epoeB ObIIM MEPTBH, OHU GOSITTUCE, YTO MOTYT IPUNTH U YOUTD
uX Bcex. Tak BenuKo ObUI0 BnusiHue MpauHoro [Ipu3paka. Mx cTpax Helmb3st OBIIO CTEPETh BCETO 3a
rof.

— Hab6momas 3a TeM, Kak [IeMOHEBI JKUBYT B cTpaxe, [Ipe3ueHT peluI, 4YTo HaM HyKHa CHJa.
Hemob6enumasi, pa3pyuIuTesibHas CUila, KOTopas Morja Ol cpaxaThest mpoTtuB [Iatu ['epoes, gaxe
ecJii OHU BepHYyTCs! Bce OHM BCIIOMHUIIM CIIOCOOHOCTH HEKOET0 Bpara, C KOTOPEIM UM [IOBEJIOCH
CTOJIKHYThCS, TOT0, KTO 00J1afiazl TaKOoi MofaBysiomiel cunoii. CUIbHeNINii 37ieMeHTaIbHEIA HaBBIK
— «Ctpax TbMBI».

— ...ITorogute. 3HauuT, Pai ObIT OCHOBaH, YTOOH CO3maTh BToporo Mpaunoro IIpuspaka? Toppec
ObUT IOKKHpPOBaH. OH MaXe IPefCcTaBUTh ce0e He MOT, YTO 9TO OBUIO CHAEIAHO 0 TaKOW MPUYMHE.

— I1dd, Heyxkenu B 3TO Tak TPyOHO MOBepuTh? [Togymait 06 aTom. Ecnu 6Bl HAM yaanoch MONYYUTh
Iaxe MOJOBUHY... HeT, Jake 4eTBepTYIO 4aCTh 9TOM CUJIBL, YTO OBI IPOU30LLIO?



— ...Ecnu 61 MBI 00BeIMHUIHY €€ C [IeMOHUYECKOW 9HEPTUEN, 9TOT YEJIOBEK CTasl OBl CUITbHEUIIINM
I[leMOHOM B UCTOPHHU.

— Bor Ttak. llled moxnomnana. — Utak, [leMoHE paboTany KPyTiible CYyTKH, HO BCE UX 9KCIIEPUMEHTHI
npoBanunuck. lllanc Toro, 4To Oe3napHble CUPOTH TPOOYASAT CTOJIb MOILIHLIM HaBHK, 6/1130K K 0%.
Bor moueMmy s cnyctunach Ha 1-i 9Taxk. 9 He MOTy OCTaBUTh BCe Ha BOJTIO Cliy4as. { mpuiia, YTOOk
CaMoii CO30aTh HaBLIK THbMEL.

— Ax...! — BocknukHyI Toppec. — 3HA4UT, BH IJIaHUPYeETEe UCI0/Ib30BaTh « COBepIIeHHbIN BKyC S-
paHra».

— Bunro.

[Iled morma MaTepranu30BaTh YyXKHe HABLIKK U MONPo0oBaTh uXx. Ecnu oHu Oy F-paHra unu HUXKe,
OHa MlaXKe MOTJIa UCIIOJIb30BaTh UX caMa. MaJjio Toro, 0Ha MOIJla KOMOMHHUPOBATh HABBIKHU, YTOORI
«TIPUTOTOBUTH» HOBBLIM HABBEIK 0O0jIee BEICOKOT'O paHra. TeopeTHYecKH, OHa flaxke MOTIJjia CO3[aTh CBOM
COOCTBEHHBIM HABBIK PaHTa S.

— Ho y Bcex mpogyKToB eCTh CpOK rogHocTH. OHa B30XHYIa. — HaBeIKM paHra F meliCcTBYIOT TOIBKO
IBa Mecsna. [laxe eclii OHa CKOIIMPYeT WX, OHU UCUE3HYT Yepe3 3To BpeMs. OHa noxulnasna geTei
KaXkble IBa MecsIla, IOTOMY 4YTO i BCerfa HYXKHbI ObITM CBEXKKe UHTPEOUEHTHL.

— 9T0 MecTo OBLJIO oI MEeHSA HAaCTOSAIIUM PaeM. — CKa3adJla OHa, IIOTTaXKuBas CTOJI CBOMMU
N3AITHBIMUA IIaJIbIIAMH. — pr;[HO HaWTH MECTO C TAKMM KOJIMUYECTBOM CBEKUX HHTPEOUEHTOB, KaK Yy
HacC 3[0€eChb.

— Torpa... pa3 Bbl BEPHYIUCH Ha 2-U 9TaX, 3HAYUT JIX 3TO, UTO BHI IIPEYCIENIU? — OCTOPOKHO
cupocuni Toppec. OHa yXke 4eTkIpe rofia HaxoAunaach Ha 1-M 3Taxke, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO Obla
pykoBopuTenieM. HeBo3MOKHO ObIJIO IPEIIOIOKUTh, CKOJIBKO HABHIKOB OHA ITpruoOpesa 3a 3TO BpeMs.

[ITe¢-noBap mokaydasa rojaoBoi. — MHe He yaanochk Bocco3paTh «CTpaxka TbMbl». CaMBIM ITOX0XKUM
ObLn 371eMeHT TeHu.

— Ax...! {1 cipIman, 4To BB HaeIHUIM CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU TeHeBhIX bpaThes.

— 970 Bce paBHO 6ObII0 Heymaven. [1o cpaBHEHMIO ¢ yMeHUsIME MpauHoro [Ipu3paka, OHU He JIydIie
Mycopa.

OHa BOpyT Hayana cMesiThesi. — Dy-y, Bce mpocTo. MHe 00JIbille He HY2KHO TPATUTh CBOE BPeEMS
30€eCh.

— OT10 notoMy 4To Mpaunsiii [Tpuspak BepHyICa?



— KoneuHo. YeM IBITATHCS CO3MATh HABEIK Ha 1-M 9Taxke, ropasfo Mpole Iog0XKaAaTh Ha 2-M, I0Ka
oH He mogHuMeTcs. OHa oxkupmana, 4To 6yaeT 1erko Bocco3gaTh «CTpaxka ThMbI», KaK TOJIBKO OHA
norpooyer.

— A-ax, UHTEpEeCHO, KakK 3T0 OyfeT Ha BKYC... { yXKe B IpeABKYIIEHUHN.

OHa 3apipoxara, 00113bIBast TyOHL.

X X x

— ...JIpekpaTuTh UCIIOIb30BaHMe HaBbika. — IporenTtan Co [JxkyH Xo. OH BEITep IULIO0 pyKamu. Ero
MBICJIM ITyTAJIUCh IIOCTIE YCIIBIIIaHHOMN IIPaBAHL.

«39TO YepToBO MeCTO... OBLITIO CO30aHo M3-3a MEHSA?»

EMy nokasasnoch, YTO Ha ero I'pyab yIas BajyH. «Pai» OblJT OCHOBaH, YTOOH! CO3[aTh €ro
nmopaxaTesns?

— OHU NIpeBpaTUNIU THICAYY JeTel B [JeMOHOB...

W3-3a Hero.

— Bynb Bce npoknsaTo! OH yoapui KyJakoM II0 CTeHe, CTUCHYB 3y0Obl. ITO He 0CIa0uIo ero THEB.

— KOHTpaKTop... 9TO HE TBOA BHMHA. — MAT'KO CKa3aJla OHa.

— 41 Bce emle 9yBCTBYIO ce0s1 Kak IePHMO.

PeanbHOCTH He Bcerga Obllla TaKOM Cllagkou. M Ha 9TOT Pa3 y HETO mepecoxyio BO PTY.

— Kak TONbKO THI CTAHOBULILCS [JeMOHOM... Thl He MOXKelllb BEepHYThCS Ha3agd. OH MOHSI 3TO,
OXOTSICh Ha OecumciIeHHOe KOJIMYeCTBO []eMOHOB B IIPOLINIOM, ¥ TOKTY IIOATBEPAXTI, YTO 3TO II0-
IpeXHeMy HEBO3MOXKHO.

«Torpa Bce Te geTH, KOTOPEIE CTPafdain N3-3a MEHI... Hetn...»

OH momXkeH OBLIT TIOKOHYMTE C 9TUM CBOMMM COOCTBEHHBIMU PyYKaMH, maxe eClii eMy 3TOro HE
XOTEeJIOCh.
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