[I310ca11y BepHYIach BO ABOpeI] fMel, CIOBHO HOIIa TSI2KKOM TOCKOM Jierfia eu Ha mneyu. OHa 3Hana,
YTO CJIe[I0BAJIO 3aBEPIIUTh BCE 3TO PaHBIIE, HO... B €€ pykax Obly1a KopoOodYKa U3 PO30BOT0 IEPERa,
KOTOPYIO OHa BHITallli/Ia 13 ImKaduuka. [IocTaBUB €€ Ha CTOJI, OHa [0CTajla U3-3a Ma3yXu CTYIIKY,
IIPUHECEHHYIO C KyXHU. ITO OBIJT MHCTPYMEHT [JIs1 U3MeJIbYeHUS JIeKaPCTBEHHBIX TPAB, IIPUBBIYHBIM
aTpulyT NMPUABOPHOM KU3HU. [[310CO1y OTKHHYJA KPHIIKY KOPOOOYKH, M3BIEKIa HECKOILKO
BBICYIIIEHHBIX OJIbXOBBIX IINIIEK U OeTeNIbHBIX 0peX0B, OPOCHIia UX B CTYTKY. [IBUXKEHUS €€ PYK ObLIA
TOYHBI, OTTOYEHHI rofaMu MpakTuku. OHa “3MeJibyajla TPaBh 10 MeIbYalIInX YacTUll, — YeM
MeJnb4e, TEM JIy4dille. Bopyr mo3agu He€ pa3falcsi CBUCT KPHIUILEB, PE3KUW U SIPOCTHBIU. [[310CO1Ty
B3OPOrHy/a, 06epHyach, codupasich CIIPOCUTE, B 4YEM Heno... M 3amepra. [lepeq Helt cTosn Jicei.
— O-0TKyga THI 30ech? — MpolLlenTasia oHa, — [IBephb Beb He OTKpHIBaach. — f BOILIET Yepe3
3aJHIO0 IBEPD, YTOOHI He 6pocaThCs B I'a3a, — CIOKOMHO OTBeTUI Jiicel. ETo B3I CKOMb3HYII 110
CTYIKe, HO TYT 3Ke BepHYJICs K [1310caty. — JTa ofiexka BaM nmpuromunack? OH CMOTPET Ha HEE, BCE
emé 061aueHHYI0 B IIaThe clyxkaHku. Ceppile [1310ca1y OelieHo KOJI0THIIOCh OT CTPaxXa, HO OHa
COXpaHsJla CIIOKOWCTBHE, TUIIL KUBHYIA.— [la, BeCbMa I10JIe3Has Belllb. — B KaKOM CMBICJIe? — TOH
Oiicest Obl1 6€3yIPEYHO BEXKJIUB, CJIOBHO OH 3a/laBaJl CaMblil 0OBIYHEIN BOIIPOC. [1310C3ITy
HaxMypujach. — f BeIBeflaza KOe-4TO OT CIyXKaHKHU. ¢ yCTaHOBHUJIA, YTO AYX, 3aKII0YEHHBIN B CEphre,
CKopee Bcero, IpuHaginexkuT Xad OyaxKo, KOTopasl yMepiia BO BpeMeHa NIpaBJieHUs IpeabIAyLero
uMrepaTopa. — XaH Oymxko, — mpobopmoTan diicet. — Thl €€ 3HaN? — 4 monroe BpeMs ObLT TMYHBIM
IIOMOII[HUKOM IIOBEJIUTEJIS, IOTOMY MHOTOTO HE 3Hal0 O BelllaX, KOTOPhIE ITPOUCXOTUIIN BO
BHYTPEHHEM [IBOPIIe IIPU MPeAbIAyIeM UMIlepaTope. — Bl MOXKeTe BHISICHUTH, Te celdac U3BOMIAT
HaXOOuThCA cnyxuBinre XaH OymKo eBHYXU U ClTyKaHKU? JIUio Jiices CTano cepbe3HBIM. — YTOOH
IIPOBECTH pacciefoBaHue, HYKHO 3arjISHYTh B IepedYeHb KeH, KOTOPBIM HaXOOUTCS B OTHeNe
nucaped. [I71s1 0TBOMA I'JIa3 HyXKHa KaKasi-TO MPUYKHA, MHa4e 3TO OyIeT BHIISAIETh TON03PUTENBHO.
Tak cka3ay Buepa nosenuTenb. OH He X04eT, YTOOBI 0 HALTUX HeMCTBUSAX 3HaIu. — Kak pasmpaxaer,
— mpoienTana [[310caIy, eé TeprneHue 66110 Ha ucxone. — UTo X, TorAa cuenaeM 3to. — Y 4To
«3TO»? — Ka3aJIoCh, CIIPAIMBaIy I'na3a Jdiices. — 4 xkemai B3ITh cebe clyxKaHKy. — ...ClnyxKaHKY?
— ...IIpsmo certuac? — Ouicel BHINIAAEN 03afadyeHHbIM. — [leBymika [[310]]310 u3 gBopua Tpames
BIIOJIHE IOfoMieT. MHe He u3BecTHa e€ pamunusg. — Uto? — [1310C3Iy He MOTJjIa CKPHITh YIUBIIEHUS.
— OpHaKo mpexXae YeM Bl Ha3HAUUTE MHE CIIY2KaHKY, B IOJI)KHBEI BCE IIPOBEPUTH B IepeyHe XKeH. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BBl K€ U ITPaBfa XOTUTe Ha3HAUUTh MHE CITy2KaHKY, TaK 4YTO 3[eCh HET HUYETO
HeoOBIYHOTO0. Kak HacueT 3Toro? Jicel OKPYIJIUII IJ1a3a, HO CJIOXKWUII PYKU Ha I'PYAU U IOKJIOHUICS.
— OTIKMYHO, JaBaiTe BOCIOJIb3yeMCS BalllUM IJIaHOM. Pa3roBop mofoIes K KOHIy, 1 Jucer
coOparics yxoouTs... Unu oHa Tak gyMana. [Ipexkfe 4eM OH pa3BEpPHYJICS K YepPHOMY XOMY, eBHYX
mpuOIU3UIT MU0 K yXy [[310C311y U MPOIIENTaa: — JTO XKe BBICYIIEHHBIE 0JTbXOBLIE IITUIITKY 1
OeTenbHbIe opexu? [[310Ca1y HAMpSriaach. JMcel KOCHYIICS Boioc [[310C3Ily, a IIoToM yopas PyKy. —
Ila KTO THI Ha caMOM fiejie TaKoN? — MpolenTana [[310caIly, eé ronoc apoxan. **[Io3gHeil HOUYbIO
II3t0cany nmokKHYMa aBopen fAmeii. OHa HampaBuilach K HEOOBIIIOMY MIPYAY B 3allafiHOM YacTH [BOpa.
B ¢oHapsix He ropenu CBeYH, U JIUIIb JIyHa OCBelllajla OKPECTHOCTH. BOKPYT OBIIO TUXO, ¥ JUIIIb
CTPEKOT HaCeKOMBIX IOHOCUJICS U3 TpaBHL. B pykax oHa Hecjia HeOOJbIIYI0 MUCKY. B Hell Oblsia cMecCh
13 MTOPOIIIKa OJIbXOBHIX IUIIEK U OETETbHBIX OPEXO0B, 301k U MIPOYET0, 3aJIUTOT0 KUMISATKOM. [1310Ca11y
BOIIITIA B NPy, He oOpalas BHUMaHHUS Ha TO, YTO €€ HOUHas pyOarika HaMokiia. OHa HaKJIOHUIIACh U
OKYHYJIa BOJIOCH B Bomy. B 3T0 BpeMs rofa Bofia Bce elné Oblyia XoomHou. Tem 60jiee HOYbIO.
YyBCTBYys, YTO celyac OHA IMOKPOETCS JIbA0M, [[310C3lly TIIaTeIbHO HECKOIBKO pa3 BEIMEBLIA T'OJIOBY.
YepHBIii IIBET BOJIOC ITOCTEIeHHO Mcye3. OHa 3allyCTH/Ia Iaiblbl B CBOU BOJIOCH], KOTOPHIE T10[
JIYHHBIM CBETOM OTJIMBAJIX cepebpoM. YMomoMpayuTenbHble CePeOPUCTHIE BOJIOCKHL. JTO OBI €€
HaCTOSIIXM 1[BET Bojioc. C Tex MMop, KakK OHa IIoIlaja BO ABOpPel fAMel, OHa Kpacuia CBOU BOJIOCHI,
OpoBu U PeCHUITH B YepHHIH. Korma oHa Oblia paObiHeH, €€ BOJIOCH ObIIM CEPEIMU OT IILIIU U ITecKa.
W Bce cumTasy, YTO OHU CEephle, XOTS 3TO TOXKe OBbIJT CTPAHHBIN IIBET BOJIOC. braromapst aToMy oHa
yygoM u3bexkalia CMepTH. Befb 3TOT IBET BOJIOC OBIN ¥ MPEbIAYIel UMIIEPATOPCKON guHacTuu. Mx
ceMbsl IPHIIJIa C ceBepa. [ToroBapuBasu, YTO OHU TO JIM ITIOTOMKHU IIPaBUTENIEH KaKOU-TO CTPaHbI, TO
JIA CBSIIIEHHUKH, HO TOYHO HUKTO He 3Ha/l. BO3MOXKHO, OHM 3TO BEIOyMalld, YTOORI IPUAaTh cebe



3HQYUMOCTH. ITO OBbIIIO MaJIeHbKOE TIJIEMS, KOTOPOE KUJIO BEICOKO B rOpax, HO MOKKUHYJIO0 CBOW 3€MIJIH
13-3a MEeXIIJIeMEHHBIX BOMH ¥ KPOBOCMECUTEIbHEIX OPAKOB, MOYTH YHUYTOXKUBIIHUX TIIeMs. Y
nIeMeHu ObUIM OYeHb ITpUMevaTesIbHble YepThl. MajieHbKre TT0g00POIKY M Y3Kue HOCHL. Borblime
rna3a. [ITMHHBIE TOHKHE KOHEYHOCTH. M, TOMHUMO BCero mpoyero, 61ecTsimnyue cepedprucThie BOJIOCH,
KOTOPHIX O0JIbIlle HU ¥ KOTO He OblI0. Y MHOTHX ITOTOMKOB 3TOM CeMbU OBIIM CepebprCThie BOIOCHI.
[TpepbIgyLINi UMIIEPATOP MEepe/ IPEAbIIYIINM, 3aHSIB TPOH, MHITAJICST UCTPEOUTH BCIO MTPOIITYIO
nuHacTtrio. OH MOBCIOMY MCKas M00bIX cOeXKaBIIUX YJIEHOB IIPOLIION AUHACTUY U 0€32KaI0CTHO
yOuBasn ux, He IMaAs gaxe geted. [[310caly moBe3no nu3bexkaTh ero KJIMHKA: e€é MaTh Torga Oblia
MaJIeHbKOM, ¥ POJUIIACh OHA OT CKPOMHOM CJTy>KaHKH, TakK 4TO opulaabHO OHA He Oblla Ipu3HaHa
YJIeHOM CeMbH. [I0TOMY-TO €€ 1 He BK/IIOUMIIM B CIIMCOK TeX, KOro npukasajnu youts. Kpome Toro, oHa
CMeIIajach C XKUTENISIMHU TOpofa, MTOKPACUB BOJIOCHL. [IOBOJIBHO MPOHUYHO BHIIIO. [1033Ke €€ MaTh
CTaja KypTU3aHKoO# B KkBapTaje KpacHrix ®oHapel u pogumna e€. M mpobiem Ovl He OBIIO, POAUCH
II310Ca11y ¢ YepHBIMH BojlocaMu. Ho y He€, KaK ¥ Y MaTepH, BOJIOCH TOXKe ObITH cepeOpucThie.
Bo3moxHO, TO OBIJIO O1ar0CTIOBEHKE, a He MPOKIATHe... C 9TOM HageX o MaTh faja ed UMs
[3tocany. OHa Kpacuia JeBOYKe BOJIOCH U TalHO pacTHUjia €€, CKphiBas OT BHEIIHEro Mupa. [310Caiy
He 3HaJsa, Kak X Halu 1 6rmarogaps KoMy. IIpocTo Kak-To JHEM OBOPLIOBAsS KaHILIENISAPUS
[I3ssodbaHCHI, 0OTBeYaBIIas 3a KBapTan KpacHbix ¢hoHapel, mpuBesa K HUM congaT FOXHOW apMuH.
[Toka Bce B Oopfere moMoranu UM BHIUIPaTh BpeMsi, MaTh cbexkana ¢ [I3tocalry. Math [[310calry,
IepKa [IeBOYKY Ha PyKax, CO BCeX HOT yberasa OT MpecjefqoBaBIINX €€ COJAaT II0 JIIOOHEIM YIIHIaM,
HO OBIJIO TT0X03Ke Ha TO, YTO OHM MCKAaJIu JUIIb MaTh [[3tocany. OHU He 3HaJK O IeBOYKe, IOTOMY YTO
Ty PacTUIM B CTpoXKauiiei TaliHe. Ho Bce B Gopperie, pa3yMeeTcsi, 0 Hel 3HaJIM, TaK YTO HOHOCUI
SIBHO KTO-TO IIOCTOPOHHUM. [TocTapasncs 1 3To KIUEHT, K KOTOPOMY MaThb Oblna xonogHa? OHa 0o CUX
Iop He 3HaeT. Eé MaTh, MOHSB, YTO MIPECIIeAYIOT NI €€, Tocafuila J04Yb B TEHU BOPOT U CKa3ala: —
[Tpstubcst 3mech. UTo OBl THI HU YCIIBIIIANa, He BRIXOOHU. [1anblibl MaTepy BIMIKCH B €€ mieun. — He
IIeBEJIMCh, — IIPOIIeNTalla MaTh, KPEIKo 0OHMMasi CBOIO MaJIeHbKYIO 104Yb, — ¥ CUOM 37ech. Hu
3ByKa. [0 TOro, Kak BOpPOTa 3aKpOITCs, BEPHUCH foMOU. fAAcHO0? OHa ellfe pa3 mnoiesoBasa [[310caly B
7100 1 BeIOEKaja 3a BOPOTa, PacTBOPSACH B cyMepKax. Cpa3y XkKe pa3faluch KPUKU CONMIaT, CKPekeT
JKejesa 0 keJje30, 3ByK pa3buBaoiercs mocynsl. [[310CcaIly 3aMepiia, Apoka BCeM TeJI0oM. JTO ObI
ronoc ee Matepu? [leBoYKa OTUasIHHO XOTeJla BhIOeKaTh, HO HOTM CJIOBHO IIPUPOCTH K 3emne. CTpax
CKOBAJI ee, 3ariyllas Bce OCTalabHble YyBCTBa. OHa He 3HaJjIa, IOYEMY UX MPECIefyIOT, HO UHTYULIUS
TOofICKa3kIBasia, 4To Oefa He 3a ropaMu.3BYKH 60PHOLI CTAHOBUIMCEH BCe TPOMYE, ITepeMexkKasiCh C
rpyOBIMH MyKCKMMH BHIKpHKaMHU. [I310C31y 3aXKajla YIIM PyKaMu, 3a2KMYPHUIach, MEITasACh
CIIPATATHCS OT yKacarllero CIeKTakJsIsg, pa3BopayrBaloIlerocs 3a BOpoTaMu. BpeMs TAHYIOCH
0eCKOHEYHO, T0Ka HaKOHeI] TUIIIMHA He OKyTaja yiauly. OCTOPOXKHO, CIIOBHO MPOCHITIASCH OT
KoIlMapa, [1310calry yopasia PyKu OT yIed u MenjieHHo mogHsiack. OHa MOIOIIIa K BOpoTaM, Ie
TOJIbKO 4TO OyIeBana 6yps, HO Bce OBUIO CIIOKOWHO. XMypHIE JTaBOYHUKY, IIOTIPABIISs CBOU Pa30UThIe
IIPUJIaBKH, CIIeMUIH yOpaTh 0CKONKU. CIyru mog0upany 0OCKOIKY MOCY/Ibl, a CIeMIalie MpoXoxXue
CJIOBHO He 3aMeyajIu IIpou30IIeainero. [30caly pacTepsiHHO orjsapenach. Kyma npomnarna ee MaTh?
[Toiimanu ee? I'me ee Tenepd uckaTh? OHa JomKHa ObIJIa BEPHYTHCS B OOpAesb, HO TaM ee CHOBa
3anpyT. A el OBIJIO BCETO YETHIPE T'ofla, OHA He 3Halla, KakK HaluTH Jopory obpaTHO. B ManeHbKOM
ceppaue [I310C3Ily POC CTpax, MePeNIeTEHHBIN C OTYaSHHBIM XeJlaHueM HalTH CBOIO MaTh.
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