— 9t0 CunbBep, KakK TH YK€ CMOT YCIIBIIIATh, OH HOBUYOK. HO Kak ThI MOXKeIllb BUETh, 9M0j1eMe Ha

ero IjieYe JIeB 3eJIeHOT0 I[BeTa. EC/u THI IIaHUPYEITh IPOAOJIKATE IPUXOAUTh CI0Jla Ha TPEHUPOBKH,
He NMPUCOeIUHUBINKCH K HaM, Tebe IpumeTcs HocuTh 6enoro. [lyMaio, MHe He HYKHO O0BSICHSITh, UTO
THI He JI0/I2KE€H TOBOPUTH 00 9TOM MecTe OPYruM, BepHO? — APHO NpefiCTaBUIl HaCc ¥ CIIPOCUII MEHS.

VHTepecHO... 3HAYUT, S MOTY IIPOMOIKATh IPUXOIUTh CI0Ja, HaXKe He MPUCOeNUHsSSICh... Ho MHe He
CTOUT 3TUM 3JI0YIOTPeOISITh, BeOb KTO 3HAET, YTO CIYYAeTCsS C TEMH, KTO 3HAET CJIMIIKOM MHOTO U
pelraeT He MPUCOETUHSITHC.

— Bce sicHO, — oTBeTuUnN 51 ApHO U KuBHYI CUTIbBEPY B 3HAK IIPUBETCTBUS, U OH OTBETUJI TEM XK€ C
YIIBIOKOM.

— JlagHo, meTH, pa3BieKanTech, a S IOUY IepeoieHyCh, 9Ta Imoulleiickas ¢opMa Takas HeygoOHas,
— ApHO HEMHOT'0 IIOMOPIITUJICS, YTOOBI ITIOKAa3aTh CBOM IHCKOM@OPT.

A kak xe 51? {1 mOJXKeH ApaThCs B LIKOJIBHOU (opme?

—He B030yKgait ero, XOTsI OH ¥ HOBUYOK, OH BCE ellle OUeHb BaXKHas IepCoHa 3[1eCh — APHO
IIPOIIeNTal MHE C CEPhe3HEIM BEIpaKEHUEM JIUIIa, U ST IPOCTO KUBHYIL.

B0o3M0OXKHO, OH CBS3aH C TEM, KTO 371eCh JInAep, ujiu C KEM-TO BIIMATEJIbHBIM.

— CunbBep, moctapaiics He U30UTh 3TOTO IAPHS [0 IOTEPH CO3HAHUS, €My CEeTONHS ellle HYKHO
IIOTIAaCTh JOMOM, — IOIPOCUIT APHO, YXOfs.

— 3a Koro Tel MeHd npuHUMaels?! — CunbBep KpUKHYJI ApHO, KOTOPHIY CIIOKOMHO YXOOUJ, He
oOpaiasi BHUMaHUS Ha OKpuK CumbBepa.

— Toeoy! 3ToT cTapmep... 3a6yab. & CbIIIa, YTO TH He MPAKTHKOBAJI HUKAKUX 60EBHIX KCKYCCTB, 9TO
npaBaa? — CunbBep mpoOOpMOTas ¢ pa3apaXkKeHHbIM BHIpaXkKeHUEM JIUIA, a 3aTeM CIIPOCUII MEHS.

— [la, mo3TOMY, TIOXKANyHCTa, OYOh CHUCXOOUTENIEH BO BpEMs HAIlIeTo CIIappUHTa, — CKa3all s, U
KOTTa 5T TPOU3HEC CIIOBO «CIAPPUHT», 5 UCIIOJIb30Bajl CAaPKACTUYECKUU TOH.

— XOpOH.IO, 1 HEe HY2KHO OBITH TAKUM CKPOMHEIM, maBaii, CHprFI/IBafI, — OTBETHUIl CI/IJ'IBBep " CIIPBEITHYIJI
BHHU3 B 6OGBYIO AMYy, a 4 IIoCJIeJ0BaJl 3a HUM.

— XouyeIb Ha4aTh IIEPBEIM? — CIIPOCHJI OH MEHSI C YBEPEHHOM YIBIOKOM.

— Hert, 9 moHATHS He UMEI0, KaK HallafaTb Ha KOT0-TO. BYI[GT Jiy4duie, eClIu Thl Ha4YHellb, IIOTOMY 4YTO
3allyuTa OJId MEeHS — 3TO IIPOCTO UHCTHUHKT. Tak 4To 4 6y11y KaK-TO IIBITATbCA 3alllUIATECA, —OTBETHIL
g ¥ CKa3aJl eMy Ha4aTh, a OH IIPOCTO KUBHYII.

— IMpurotoBbscs! — KPUKHYII OH ¥ Opocuics Ko MHe. JIeBoi PyKoi OH HaHEeC yaap B CTOPOHY MOEro
JKWBOTA, a IIPaBYIO AepKas npu cebe Ha cllydyai, eC/y IMOHam0OUTCS 3aIlUIAThCS.

T, OH maxe He He[oOOLleHUBAEeT MeHs. Kak S MOy aTaKoBaTh €ro, €C/IU OH OEePXKUT OAHY PYKY
Harorose?

¢ mpUHSAT ero yaap B 1eBYI0 JafOHb U, IPeXie YeM OH CMOT OTBECTH PYKY, S IOTSIHYJI €T0 K JIEBOH,
YTO CHesaeT ero CBOOOMHYIO NIPaByIo PYKy OECIIONIe3HOM, 3aTPYAHSAS eMy 3alUTy OT MOUX aTak.

— A? — OH, Ka3aocs, ObUT YIUBIIEH MOEH CTpaTerue, ¥ OH TaKxKe IOHSJI, YTO €CJIU eT0 IIOJTHOCThI0



IOTAHYT, Y HETO HE GYJIGT ITaHCa 3alllUTUTHCSA, IIO3TOMY BMECTO TOT'O, YTOORI OTCTYIIUTH, OH
HCIIOJIb30Ball CUJIy, CTOAIIYIO 3ad Moeit Taroi. Ox IIPBRITHYIJI BIiepe C KOJIEHOM, HalleJIEHHBIM MHE B
2KHBOT.

OH cpearuposa 6bICTpO... He gymato, 4To Iocye 3TOro s CMOTY 3aCTaTh €ro BPACIJIOX. Y MeHS HeT
BPEMEHHU YKJIOHUTLCS OT 3TOU aTaku. Ec/u 51 3aX04y KOHTPATaKOBaTh 1103XKe, I He MOTY
MICII0JIb30BaTh CBOIO PYKY.

Bymet 6071bHO... — TTOAyMaIt s Ipo ce6st ¥ MPUTOTOBUII ITPEcC K yaapy.

— *Karmenp* — s TYT XKe 3aKalUIsacs oT 00JM, KOTHa MIPUHSJ aTaKy ero KoneHa. 9 He X0oTen
YIIyCKaTh 9TOT IIAHC, TI03TOMY 5 IIPOUTHOPUPOBA 00JIb U CXBATHUJI €70 HOT'Y OMHOM PYKOM, a Opyrou
IIOMMaJl ero OfexXKAy BHIIIE TPYAH.

— ?! — oH CHOBa OBIJT YOUBIIEH, HO HA 9TOT pa3 OH HAXMYPHUJICS C CEpbe3HOM MUHE.

9TOo mocnegHuN pas, Korfa s 3acTal ero Bpaciiox. 4 momgyMarsl U MCIO0JIb30Ball BCIO CBOIO CUITY,
4yTOOBI TIEPEKUHYTH €T0 Yepes IJIeyo.

CunbBep He yCIIeJl BOBPEMSI CPearupoBaTh ¥ MIPUTOTOBUIICS K yAAPY O 3EMITIO.

Kak TOMBbKO OH yIapwuiIcs 0 3eMJTI0, OH TYT 3Ke OTKATHJICS OT MEHS U BCTaJl, HACTOPOXKEHHO Habmomas
3a MHOH.

— Xex, s mymaj, Thl CKa3aJ, 4YTO HUKOT{la HUYero He IPaKTHUKOBAJI, — CKa3aJl OH C B3BOJTHOBAHHOM
YIIBIOKOM.

— U 910 npaBpa... Tl MOXKeEIIh TONTPOCUTh APHO ITPOBEPUTE 3TY MHGOPMAaINUI0, — OTBETHII 5, TIOTUPas
JKUBOT C JIETKOU yJILIOKOM.

Yro 9T0? [ToueMy s HauMHAI0 YYBCTBOBAThH YOOBOJILCTBUE, XOTSI MEHS TOJIBKO YTO 1mobumnu? f cmor
YOUBUTH €r0 2 pa3a, 4ero BCce paBHO OBIJI0 HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOLI HAHECTU eMY TPaBMY, CPAaBHUMYIO C
TOY, KOTOPYIO IIOJIYYUII g, HO BCE PABHO... ITO 3aCTaBsieT MeHs XKaxaaTh 6onbuiero. bomnbie
IIIaHCOB YOMBUTD €T0 ¥ HAHECTH eMy 0ojiee CEPhE3HYI0 TPaBMy, YEM OH MHE.

— Hy, HeBaxHoO... BMECTO TOT0, 4TOOLI TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM CTapIiepe, faBaliTe IPOLOJIKUM Halll
CIIAapPUHT! — KPUKHYJ OH C BO30yKAEeHHOM yNBIOKOM 1 OpOCHUICcs KO MHE ellle OLICTpee, YeM B
nepBhili pa3. OH HaHec OBICTPHIM yOap B Moe IIpaBoe I1JIeyo.

Bnsate!

4 ycmen TonbKo mogyMaTh 00 3TOM, Ipexkae YeM OblJI BHIHYKAeH ObICTPO YKIIOHUTHCS, ClIeTKa
HAKJIOHUBIIIKCH BIIEPe].

CI/IHbBep OZKupgall, 4TO g HAKJIOHIOCH BIIEPEN, IIO3TOMY OH YAAPUII KOJIEHOM BBEPX, LEJIACH IIPAMO B
MO€ JIUIIO, OT 9Y€T0 Y ME€HA PAaCIIUPUIINCE T'JIa3a.

4 OBICTPO CKpecTun pyKu nepep coboi, YTOOk 3aIIUTUTD JIULIO.

Korga ero KojeHO BCTPETHUJIOCH C MOMMHM PYKaMH, CHJIa eT0 yoapa 3aCTaBHJIa BCE MOE TeJlo, KOTOpOoe
HAXOIWUIIOCh BIIEPENH, OTCTYIIUThL Ha3a/l, 3aCTaBUB MEHS yIIacTh Ha 3a[HUITY. S TOYyBCTBOBAJ, KAaK
MOSI PyKa, KOTOpast IepBO¥ IIPUHSJIA er0 KOJIEHO, OHEMETIA.

4 BcTana TONMBKO Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/, TaK KakK OH He fejlajl HUKAKUX IBUKEHUM.



¢l HaKIJTOHMIA I1I€10 HECKOJIBKO Pa3, YTOOK pa3MsTh €e, a 3aTeM ITONPABUI TIePYaTKHU C BO30YKIEHHOM
YNIBIOKOH, BO3MOXKHO, HEMHOTO 0€3yMHOH.

)%k

«?1... 9T0T mapeHs. Teneps g1 MOHKMMAIO, TI0YeMy APHO TaK 3auHTepeCcoBaH B HeM. C Tex 0P, KakK OH
IpUIIeN CiIofia, ¥ Hero ObIIO CKy4alollee BrlpaXkeHue nula. [laxke Korfa OH Havall CIIapPHUHT, OH
cpazKaJicsi CoO MHOM C mokepdencoM, U faxe ecnu U ObUT IpU3HAK HEOOIBIION YIIBIOKM, 3TO OBIIO0
HUYTO II0 CPAaBHEHUIO C TEM, YTO OBIJIO ceryac...» — nomyMas CuibBep ¢ Tou ke 6e3yMHOM YIIBIOKOI.

«OH ugeT!» — MBICJIEHHO NpoKpuYas CUiIbBep U BCTal B 3aLUTHYIO CTOUKY.
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¢ OTTONKHYIICS OT 3eMJTu ¥ ORICTPO Opocuics Kk CunbBepy. Korga s OBLT y2Ke JOCTAaTOYHO ONTM3KO, S
PEe3K0 0CTaHOBUIICS. KOHEYHO, 5T He CMOT OBl BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUTLCS, HE TePEHANPABUB CUITy KaKUM-
TO 00pa30M HUJIM He OCTAHOBHUB €€, HallpUMep, fepKach 3a YTO-T0. [I03TOMY 5 MCIIOTb30Ba 3Ty CHILY,
yTOOHI ClIeNIaTh BpallleHWe W BHIIOIHUTH KPYTOBOH yIap C JOTOTHUTEIEHOM CHUJION OT BpallleHHsI.

— Bbnste! — CumnbBep yOUBIIEHHO PACIIMPUII T'1a3a ¥ OBLICTPO MOMIBITANICS 3a6I0KMUPOBATh MOM yaap
HOTOM, MPUKPHIBasA HUXKHIOIO YaCTh TeJjla, a PyKOX BMECTE C IJIEYOM — BEPXHIOIO.

Korpa Mot yoap JOCTHUT er0 PYKH, OH TYT K€ CHeJall CTPafiaibyeCKoe BEIPaXkKeHue JIuia U Ol
BBIHY2KIeH OTCTYIIUTh Ha HECKOJILKO METPOB OT MEHS.

— M3BuHHU, OHa clI0MaHa? — He OBLJIO OLIYIEHUs, YTO S CJIOMaJl eMy PYKY, HO 51 BCe ellle IPOCUJI faTh
MHE XOTb KaKy0-TO IPUYKHY, YTOOE OCTaHOBUTD 00¥. EC/IM 5 IPOCTO 0CTaHOBIIOCH 0€3 MIPUYUHHI,
TSI Ha eTo CTpafaibuecKoe BrIpaXKeHUe JIUIla, 3TO TOJIBKO 3aCTaBUT €TI0 YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s
YHUXKEHHBIM.

— Arx... Her, He Gecriokoiicss 000 MHe, laBall IIPOMIOJIKUM HaIll CIapPUHT, — CKa3aJll OH, ¥ MBI 00a
Opocunuch OpyT K OPyTY.

M= Havyanu mepeOpackBaThCS yoapaMu TyHda-Ciofa. Ero cKopocTh Obllla HEMHOTO NTydIlle MOeH,
II09TOMY B IIIKBajIe KYJIaKOB s II0MMaJl HECKOJIbKO U3 HUX CBOUM TesloM. Ho s1 OBICTPO NMPUBHIK K €T0
CKOPOCTH ¥ HayaJl YKIOHSTLCS OT YIapoB, KOTOPEIE He yCIeBas OJIOKKPOBATE.
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— Xaxa, 5 BepHYJICS, TapHY, U3BUHUTE, YTO TAK [JOJITO, HO BHl HE MMOBEPUTE... — APOH BEPHYIICS B
CBOEH HOBO# ofieXk[ie, KICKPEHHE CMesiCh, HO TYT e ObLT IIIOKMPOBAH 3PEJIHIleM, KOTOPOe OH YBUIE
B 00eBOH sAMe.

¢l mBITAnICS OTHBIMIATHCS, JIeXKa Ha 3eMJIe B IIPOMOKIIIEH Ofleke.
C mpyroii CTOPOHEI, HAITPOTHUB MEHS.

— Qyyyy... — CunbBep peryimupoBa gbixaHue, CUfis, ero JIULO ObIIO IIOJTHOCThIO TOKPHITO 61cepoM
moTa.

— Yro, 4epT BO3bMH, 37I€Ch IIPOU30IIIIO, JeTU? — APHO CIIPBITHYJI B SIMy U CIIPOCHII C PaCTEPSIHHBIM
BBIpaXKeHUEM JIUIIA, TJIAAS B CTOPoHY CuibBepa.

Ombrema Ha ero msede... puosieToBasA? f ele He BUIENI HUKOTO C TAaKUM IIBETOM. B moboM ciydae,



MOS BEIHOCJIMBOCTE OYEHB XPEHOBA. A mor uatu B HOTy C CI/IJ'IbBep0M, HO B UTOT'€ IIPOMTpalI U3-3a
CBOEM BBIHOCTIHBOCTH.

4 mymar, u30 BCeX CHJI CTapasiCh PeTryIupoBaTh AblxaHue, Kak CUTbBEp, KOTOPBIY yKe ObIT HAa HOTaxX.

— OTOT pebeHOK... APHO, TH YBEDEH, UTO OH ellle HU4ero He IpakTUKoBan? — cupocusi CUIbBep ero
C BBIHYK[EHHOU yNIBIOKOU, KPETIKO iepKa ero 3a pykKy.

— TrI TOXKE peGeHOK, — OTBETUIl ApHO, riIagsa Ha CI/IHBBepa CO CTPAaHHEIM BBIpAZKEHHEM JINIIA.

— Yept! 910 He BaxKHO! — BOCK/IMKHYJ CUIbBED pa3apaxkKeHHBIM TOHOM M3-3a TOT0, YTO APHO Haf
HUM CMESIICS.

— 4 yxe cka3ain Tebe, 4TO OH HEMHOTO 0COOEHHBIH, HO OH HUKOTTIa HUYero He TIPAaKTUKOBA.
Pacckaxu MHe, 9YTO CIIyYHJIOCh TT03Ke... DU, MAJIBIII, JepPXKU, — OTBeTUI ApHO CHUJIbBEDY, a 3aTeM
Opocun MHe aMOneMy.

910 OBLn Gesbll JIEB, HO S Hallle/l Ha HEM KOe-U4TO MHTEePEeCHOe, Yero He OBII0 y APYTHUX.
— IToueMy y n1bBa KpacHHIe Ifla3a? — CIPOCUII 5, TI0Ka3kBasg eMy 3M0IeMy B PyKe.

— Hy, noka 4T0 Tebe He cTOUT 00 3TOM GECIIOKOUTHCS. Kak TOIBKO THl PEIIUIIE IIPUCOETUHUTHCS, 5
pacckaxy Tebe, 1 He BOJHYUCS, B 9TOM HET HUYETO IJIOX0T0, Ha060pOT, 3TO TOMOKET Tebe B
OymyieM, — cKa3all OH CO cj1aboy yIIEIOKOM.

— Yro?! On nony4yaet cratyc BE3YMEII?! — CumneBep TyT Ke BOCKIUKHYJI C IIIOKUPOBaHHEIM
BBIpAKEHUEM JIHIIA.

— OTO BEPHO, ¥ IT0X0XKeE, YTO «OH» He OIIu0Cs, PELIuB TaK... — CKa3all ApHO, I'JIAAs Ha paHb
CunsBepa.

CI/IHBBep JIAIIb ITO30PHO IIOBECHUII TOJIOBY, HE PEIIaACh BCTPETUTHCA C ApHO B3TJIsAOOM.

— Hy, pebsTa, MoxkeT, BBl MHE HEMHOTO ITOMOoXKeTe? MHe Hy>KHO HEMHOT'0 Pa3MsAThCS, — CKa3al
ApHO C IIUPOKOX YXMBIIKOH.

— MwmMm... 51 HEMHOTO0 yCTal, MO3TOMY S XOTel OBl CeNaTh IePepPHIB... — mpousHec CUTBBED C
BBIHYK[IEHHOM YIIBIOKOM ¥ CTPAXOM B rjla3ax, MHITasCh YUTH.

ApHO CXBATHUII €Tr0 3a I'OJIOBY U HE Jall EMy OBUT'AaThCS OAJIbIIIE.

— Xexe, Cynsi 110 TOMY, 4YTO S CJIBIIIY, TBOE ABIXaHUE yXKe CTabuIn3upoBasiock, — u3pek ApHo,
3aTATUBAs XBATKY.

— Aaaa, xopo1o, xopoino! — CunbBep nepecTtan COMPOTUBIATLECS U COTJIACUIICS.
HaBepHoe, OH IeHCTBUTENIBHO CUJIEH, pa3 naxe CumbBep Tak O0UTCS.

— Tak, mapHu, UAUTE Ha MeHs, 00a OMHOBPEMEHHO! — KPUKHYJI OH HaM.

A? Taxe s1? XOTS s y2Ke 0XKHUAAJ 3TOTO, 5T BCE PaBHO ORI ClIerKa YOUBJIEH.

— JlagHo, maBaiiTe, maBaWTe TOIYYMM HAIIy eXeqHEeBHYIO 703y 60511, HOBUYOK! — KPUKHYT CUITbBED
u Gpocurscs K yneibatomemycs ApHoO.



9TO0 He MOXKET OBITh TaK YK I1JIOX0, BEPHO?
[Togyman s u mocmenoBas 3a CUIbBEPOM.
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Bnsate! Bece 60Ut mocie cerogHsIIHeN TPeHUPOBKU. CamMoe mapagoKcaibHOe, YTO TPAaBMBI, KOTOPHIE
g TIOJTy4MI B ciappuire ¢ CUIbBepoM, HUUYTh He 00JIST, HO OOJIbIlle BCETO MEHS HOIOT TPaBMHI,
IIOJIy4YeHHbIE OT ApHO.

9ToT yOII0MOK COBCEM He IIafui Hac... [1o KpaliHell Mepe, OH He O MeHS IO JIWIly, MHaue MOs MaTh
ynasna Oxl B 00MOPOK, YBUIEB MEHS C CHHSIKOM IIOf T7Ia30M HJIU CJIOMaHHBIM HOCOM.

Tem He MeHee... CriappuHr ¢ CuibBepOM ObIT AW CTBUTENLHO 3a0aBHEIM. ECNiK 5 paBUIbHO ITOMHIO,
s maxe uCKpeHHe yneibancs. Ho g He 6ymy oMpadaTh CBOe CyXKOeHHe 3TUM. ¢ MpuMy pelleHue mocie
TIATEIEHOTO 00OYMbIBaHHUS.

BE3YMEII... Xax? [Tomy™man s, Tnsigsg Ha sM01eMy B Bujie 6eJ10T0 JIbBa C KPaCHBIMU T'Ta3aMu.
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